[Severe complications of pregnancy and delivery: the situation in Lorraine based on the European investigation].
The level of maternal mortality appears to be higher in France than in other European countries according to the data collected in the 1995 European survey. We performed a retrospective analysis of severe hemorrhage, pregnancy induced hypertension, and maternal sepsis in 1995 in the Lorraine region and reviewed the management scheme used in each case. There was one maternal death and 223 cases of severe maternal morbidity (110 cases of hemorrhage, 105 cases of pregnancy induced hypertension, 8 cases of maternal sepsis). The frequency of these maternal diseases was an estimated 8 per 1000 births. Ninety percent of the children (90.7%) were living 7 days after birth. Pregnancy after the age of 35 years, obesity, and an intermediate level of vocational training were well-documented high risk factors in the Lorraine area. All of the women who developed complications had been followed regularly during their pregnancy. High parity and a scarred uterus were high risk factors for post partum hemorrhage. About 45% (45.5%) of the patients were transferred to an emergency unit for intensive care. Pregnancy-induced hypertension was treated within the normal hospital network, most of the mothers being transferred to a reference center prior to delivery. This retrospective study demonstrates the need for reporting more information on medical records. The data observed improved our knowledge of the prevalence and management of the main causes of direct maternal death in the Lorraine area. It improved our knowledge on the prevalence and management of the main causes of direct maternal death in Lorraine area.